Independent Reading Journal Prompts
Character Analysis

Sometimes readers need to stop and analyze a particular character in order to have a deeper understanding of the story. Choose one character from the reading and explore the depth of this character, citing specific traits.

Character Change

How does the main character in your book change or grow throughout your reading?

Character Flaw

Many “heroes” in texts have admirable traits as well a tragic flaw. Does your main character have a flaw that impedes his or her success in the story? Will the hero be able to overcome this flaw? Why or why not.

Antagonist/Protagonist

Each story contains an antagonist and a protagonist. Determine which character or force represents these in your book. Discuss each and why they are effective in the story. Make sure to use specific examples to support your choice.

Untrustworthy Characters
Think of a character in your book that might be untrustworthy. Describe that character and give reasons for your mistrust. If you are having trouble seeing this kind of character, write about a character that you actually do trust. What is the author’s purpose in making you feel this way?

Supporting Characters

Even though the main character might have most of your attention, minor characters often have a major influence in the story. How does a secondary character play an important role in your text?

Overcoming Obstacles
Every protagonist experiences countless struggles, obstacles, and complications to his or her “master plan.” Describe the troubles that your protagonist(s) goes through within your text.

Setting

How does the language of the text evoke a sense of time and place? How does the author of your text establish this setting?

Visualize

Certain times when you are reading, you might really visualize what is going on in the text. Take this opportunity to express the visual picture in your mind of your story. 

Mood

Look closely at the narration to decipher the mood (e.g. ominous, dreamy) and then cite specific details for support. How does the mood of your story foreshadow events yet to come in the text?

Perspective

Every story is told from a certain perspective and it is up to the author to decide this perspective. Examine the narrative mode of your text and decide how this telling of the story influences your understanding of the story.
Tone

What is the tone of the author as seen through the text? Keep in mind that tone is similar to the “tone of voice” of the author as they are unfolding their story to you (e.g. bitter, hopeless, optimistic). Why does the author have this tone and how might it impact your understanding of the text?

Theme

The theme of a book is very important because it represents the author’s major message to the reader. What is the author’s message in the book? How is the theme introduced and developed?

Burning Questions

Does your book leave you with questions you would like to ask? What are they? Would you like to direct your questions at a particular character? What questions would you like to ask the author of the book?
Making/Revising Predictions

While we read, we should stop occasionally to make predictions, but also to revise earlier ones. For your reading today, make a new prediction or revise one that you made previously.

Text Connections

One of the things that good readers do constantly is compare and contrast what they are reading to previously read texts. Is there anything in your current read that connects to other texts (books, movies, television, etc.)?

Golden Line

Choose a “golden line” or a very well written snippet of text from your reading. Then tell me how this line is representative of the author’s craft and why it caught your attention.

Climax

What about this part of the story makes this chapter or scene the climax of the text? How does the climax of this book change the direction of the text or bring about the end?

Ending

Describe the details surrounding what makes this scene or chapter the ending. Is the ending consistent with the structure of the text?

Author’s Purpose

Identify the author’s purpose in writing the text, based on your recent discoveries, OR identify the author’s purpose of a particular scene or chapter.

Title

Identify the significance of the title based on your analysis of the text. Is it an appropriate title?

Life Connections

One of the things that good readers do is constantly compare and contrast what they are reading to things that have happened in the real world. Is there anything in your current read that connects to news around the world?

Or… choose your own topic—but it must focus on a certain reading/writing skill. Just talk to Mrs. Winard first!

